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May 21, 2020 Feast of the Ascension 

 

 

Dear Parish Family, 

 

These past several months have not been easy as we have adjusted to life with COVID-19.  As the 

Church, we have cooperated with the State in helping to keep people safe and to prevent a spike in 

hospitalizations that would overwhelm the healthcare system. Despite our physical separation from one 

another, we are confident of our spiritual communion. Nevertheless, we look forward to the day when 

we will be able to worship together again and to receive the Sacraments. 

 

On May 4th, new health directives came into effect regarding how churches may operate during this 

time of caution. Keep in mind that every parish is different and faces its own unique challenges as we 

prepare to welcome you back under the new guidelines. These “new normals” are not what we are used 

to. We kindly ask you during these weeks of reopening not to attend Mass at other parishes so that no 

parish is inundated with unexpected numbers. 

 

All three Columbus Catholic parishes plan to resume Masses on Pentecost (May 30 & 31). In order to 

do this in the most responsible way, we need everyone's cooperation. Please be aware of the following 

policies and procedures that will govern our communal worship for the time being. 

 

 

MASS OBLIGATION DISPENSED 
Despite the resumption of Masses, the obligation to attend Sunday and Holy Day Masses continues to 

be dispensed by Archbishop Lucas until further notice. The following people should remain at home 

for the time being: 

 The elderly 

 Family members who live with elderly people or those who are at risk 

 Those with underlying medical conditions 

 Those who have access to those at risk in care facilities and hospitals 

 Those who have upper respiratory or flu-like symptoms 

 Those who live with someone with upper respiratory or flu-like symptoms 

 Those with COVID-19 or live with someone with COVID-19 

 Those who have been exposed to someone with COVID-19 

 Those who have been tested for COVID-19 and are waiting for results 

 We encourage parents to leave their young children at home for their safety and those around 

them. We love babies and children! Only Porta-Pots will be available for emergencies. We 

know children touch everything and put their fingers in their mouth. Because there is  

more chance of contracting the virus, parents should consider staying at home or going  

to separate Masses.  
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ONLINE MASS SCHEDULE 
We will continue offering Mass online Tuesday through Friday beginning at 6:30am; and Saturday, by 

5:00 pm for the weekend. When we open the parish for Mass on May 30 and 31, the Mass will be 

posted online after the public celebration. You can access these liturgies from our website at 

(www.stboncc.com), YouTube (www.bitly.com/stboncc), or Facebook (www.facebook.com/stboncc).  

 

 

SUNDAY MASS 
Sunday Masses will resume at St. Bonaventure on Saturday, May 30 according to the usual schedule: 

Saturday at 5:00 pm and Sunday at 8:30 & 10:30 am and 6:30 pm. Depending on attendance, this 

schedule may be adjusted as we go forward. No one will be allowed in the Sacristy except the priest 

and deacons. There will not be a Spanish Mass on Sundays at 1:30 pm until further notice. 

 

 

DAILY MASS & CONFESSIONS  

Because our church is not able to hold all the people who regularly attend our Sunday liturgies, due to 

the social distancing considerations, people may attend Mass during the week to receive Communion. 

Daily Mass will be offered beginning Tuesday, June 2 at 7:00 pm at St. Anthony’s. Confessions will be 

held at St. Anthony’s on Saturdays from 3:30-4:30 pm.  

 

 

RESTROOM FACILITIES 
Because of our ongoing work as a construction site, the Fire Marshall is not allowing anyone in the 

area past the fire doors (which includes the new restrooms—which are not finished yet). Parishioners 

will use the portable construction toilets (port-a-pots) located to the North of the church entrance. 

Remember, these do not have running water and should only be used in an emergency. 

 

 

FACE MASKS IN CHURCH 
Everyone over the age of eight will be required to wear a face mask in the church for daily and 

weekend Mass. If you do not have a face mask, you will not be allowed to attend. Remember, Mass 

is a privilege, not a right. This is not only for your safety, but for the safety of those around you. 

 

 

SOCIAL DISTANCING AT MASS 
The church will be open 30 minutes before Mass. Please arrive no later than five minutes before Mass 

to limit disruptions.  

 

Because of strict seating restrictions, all attendees will be seated by ushers as they arrive: from the 

front of church to the back. Attendees will not get to choose where they sit. All attendees must be in 

their seat before Mass begins. No one will be admitted to the building after Mass has begun. Christian 

patience and charity must be exercised. Remember, all directives are put in place for your safety.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.stboncc.com/
http://www.bitly.com/stboncc
http://www.facebook.com/stboncc


3 

 

MISSALETTES 
The missalettes have been removed from church and will not be used. If you would like to follow 

along with the readings at home, please call the church office to receive a missalette that you may 

keep. Due to the limited number of missalettes, please ask for one per family. If you attend Mass in the 

church and want to follow along with the Readings, please bring your own printed publication (e.g., 

Magnificat, Word Among Us, missal, or mobile app). Remember to silence the ringer on your phone. 

 

 

OFFERTORY PROCEDURES 
The gifts of bread and wine will not be brought from the back of church. Rather, they already will be 

on the altar.  

 

There will not be a Children’s Collection or a regular collection. Instead, upon arriving or leaving 

Mass, please drop your offering in the secure collection box in the narthex. Likewise, more than ever, 

we encourage you to make your offering online or via electronic bank-to-bank transfer. Call the office 

for more information.  

 

 

SIGN OF PEACE 

At the direction of healthcare professionals and following the Archdiocesan guidelines, the Sign of 

Peace is omitted at this time. 

 

 

RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion will be distributed only by the Sacred Host. Those with wheat allergies should 

contact Dianne in the parish office to make special arrangements. The priest, deacons and EMHC will 

come to you to distribute Holy Communion. During this time, all the faithful are encouraged to receive 

Holy Communion with outstretched arms and hand. Gloves, if worn by the communicant, must be 

removed in order to receive the Host in the hand.  

 

Due to the present circumstances, and at the direction of Archbishop Lucas, if you are accustomed to 

receiving the Eucharist on the tongue, we encourage you to offer to the Lord your unmet desire to 

receive on the tongue, asking him to increase our belief in the Real Presence and to give our bishops 

the courage they need to fearlessly defend our Faith.  

 

 

END OF MASS 

At the end of Mass, ushers will dismiss people by pews (much like at a wedding). Please wait for the 

usher to dismiss each pew, and do not leave early. Go straight to your car. Communal gathering in the 

narthex is not permitted at this time. Again, Christian patience and charity must be exercised. 

Remember, all directives are put in place for your safety.  
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DISINFECTING AFTER MASSES 
After each Mass, a cleaning crew will wipe down all door handles, pews and surfaces with 

disinfectant. Because of this, parishioners are asked not to linger or visit with each other in the building 

before or after Masses. 

 

 

HOMEBOUND COMMUNION 

While this is a pious and wonderful practice, and a blessing for people at home, in the hospital or care 

centers, the Archdiocese is not allowing deacons or EMHCs to distribute Communion at this time. The 

minister could be an unwitting carrier of the virus, no matter how much caution is exercised. In the 

end, Communion to these folks is not a real blessing, considering the circumstances. 

 

 

EVENTS CANCELLED 
With the exception of Mass and Confession, all other events, meetings, and gatherings at the parish 

have been cancelled until further notice. 

 

 

I realize this is a lot to digest. Thank you for your patience as we adjust to this "new normal". As things 

change, we will continue to communicate to you from the parish office via Flocknote, FaceBook, the 

website, bulletin, email, postal mail, word of mouth and during daily and weekend Masses. If you 

would like your information as fast as possible, please provide us with an e-mail or a cell phone. If you 

have ever opted out of Flocknote, by replying “STOP”, you can re-subscribe to receive updates. Call 

the parish office to do this. 

 

Thank you for helping us in this time, and we thank you for your patience as we look forward to the 

day when we are once again united at the altar of our Lord to offer him thanks and praise. 

 

Many blessings to you and your family, 

 

 
 

Fr. Mike 

 

 


