
Dear Parishioners, 
 
The pastors of the parishes in Columbus & Schuyler, gathered on Friday, May 1st to discuss and 
decide on when to reopen our parishes for communal liturgical celebrations.  After much 
discussion, and taking into account the recent report from our local health district on the new 
outbreaks of COVID-19 in our area, which have been doubling every two days, we have decided 
not to reopen public celebrations of the liturgy on May 4th.  
 
We have tentatively scheduled the weekend of May 30-31st (Pentecost) as our target date for 
resuming public communal liturgies.  Again, this is a tentative date. This date could be sooner or 
later, depending on the reports we get from the local health district. Also, funeral and wedding 
liturgies will remain at 10 people maximum for the time being.  When we resume public 
liturgies, we will abide by the guidelines and safety measures set forth by the Archdiocese.   
 
For Sunday Masses, we will have to maintain appropriate social distancing. We strongly 
encourage everyone to wear a mask. If you are unable to attend Mass on Sunday because of 
limited seating, you may consider coming to a weekday Mass with your family to facilitate this 
need for the time being. We will look to expand weekday Mass opportunities in the evening 
hours in order to encourage families to attend.  
 
I also want to remind you that the dispensation from the Sunday and Holy Day obligation 
remains in force. This pertains especially to those groups who need to stay home to stay safe. 
These groups include: the elderly; people with underlying medical conditions; family members 
who live with elderly people or those who are at risk; people who have access to those at risk in 
nursing institutions; people with upper respiratory or flu like symptoms; people with COVID-19 
or live with someone with COVID-19 and people who have been exposed to someone with 
COVID-19. 
 
These are difficult times for us as a parish and for the Church as a whole. I wish this letter would 
have said something other than what it did, but, as your pastor, I have to look after the safety 
of my parishioners, just as I would for a tornado or a fire. May we respond to these challenges 
with the faith, patience and charity that has marked previous generations of Catholics 
challenged by situations that tested those virtues. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
 
Fr. Ross Burkhalter 
Dean Rural Southwest Deanery 
 


