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A Message from Fr. Mike

“Since happiness is nothing other than the enjoyment of the 
highest good, and since the highest good is above, no one can 
be happy unless he rises above himself, not by an ascent of the 
body, but of the heart.” 

—St. Bonaventure 
Dear Parishioners, 

In reflecting on the history of St. 
Bonaventure parish, I marvel at the 
vision and courage of those who have 
come before us in faith.

In much tougher times, with a 
far smaller parish family, members 
sacrificed to build for the future: the 
future of St. Bonaventure parish; the 
future of the Catholic Church.  

They embodied the words of St. 
Bonaventure: “No one can be happy unless he rises above 
himself, not by ascent of the body, but of the heart.” With 
uplifted hearts, they trusted.  

This was their commitment to one another. This was their 
legacy to all of us.  

What will be our legacy?
How will each of us discern our role and our sacrifice for this 

effort and the future of our beloved parish family?
Watching, listening and considering, Discernment seeks 

clarity and good judgement. Discernment does his best; he 
strolls without hurry and sizes up things; he puts first things 
first and sacrifices the rest.  

But, if he is not taken by the hand and guided by the light 
of Grace, Discernment’s best efforts fail. Lady Prayer opens the 
louvers to grant the entrance of Grace’s rays.

As this courageous good work moves forward, Discernment 
will keep us focused upon our real purpose: providing for the 
fruitful future of our parish family, guided by Grace and Prayer.  
In great gratitude,

Fr. Mike Swanton

St. Bonaventure Campaign News

Michael and Kim Dreesen with their family:  

Miles, Mallory, and Hannah.

From Your Steering Committee ….. 
Co-Chairs Michael and Kim Dreesen

“Being involved and volunteering is not for self-
gratification, but to do all things through Christ and 
for his greater glory.” 

That’s one of many philosophies Kim and Michael 
Dreesen are trying to instill in their children: Mallory 
(10), Hannah (6), and Miles (2).  

Kim was born and raised in Columbus, attended St 
Bon’s Elementary School, and graduated from Scotus 
Central Catholic High School. Michael was raised 
in Hartington, attended Holy Trinity Elementary 
School, and graduated from Cedar Catholic High 
School. The couple met as pharmacy students at the 
University of Nebraska Medical Center and were 
married at St. Bonaventure on June 19, 2004. 

The young couple settled in Grand Island 
after marriage and started a family, but they were 
disappointed to learn the city did not have a Catholic 
grade school.  In 2011, when two pharmacist 

(Continued on page 3)

Commitment Weekend is June 24 & 25



2

Vision
Project 2020 – A Parish Master Plan

Parish SchoolNew Parish CenterNarthexSite Prep/Parking

Project 2020 Questions and Answers
Q) What will happen to the stained glass windows on the 

north side?

A) They will become even more uncovered – allowing for more 
natural light to pass through.

Q) Did the Project 2020 Team consider a basement 

under the new parish center?

A) Yes. With cost estimates of $1,000,000 and other logistical 
concerns, the team agreed it was not a viable option.  

Q) Will we lose seating by removing the side chapel?

A) No. By moving the narthex to the west, additional pews will be 
added to the body of the church with seating for about 100.

Q) Will there be a cry room?

A) The expanded narthex will serve that purpose. It will include 
audio for participation in the Mass.  

Q) How was the size (to seat 350) determined for the 

parish center??

A) It fits most of our parish needs, most of the time – funeral 
luncheons, fish frys, pancake breakfasts, wedding receptions, 
parish fundraisers. It can also be partitioned into 6 meeting 
rooms.

Q) Does the new parish center include a full kitchen or a 

catering kitchen?

A) That determination has not yet been made.  A catering kitchen 
would reduce the overall cost.   

Q) Will there be a bridal room?

A) Yes. The parish center will include a family/community room 
that can be used before weddings, funerals, or for other private 
family needs.

Q) What about restrooms?

A) Large, ADA compatible restrooms will be located near the 
entrance of the parish hall. 

Q) Does this plan include upgrades to the rectory?

A) No. Project 2020 addresses needs at the church and school.
Q) What if we do not raise $10.5 million – does the 

entire project fail?

A) No. This plan can be built in phases over time. The project 
does not have to be completed all at once. The intent of the 
Project 2020 master plan is to address parish needs for the long 
term. We will proceed with phases of the Project 2020 plan as 
funding is generated. 
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positions became available in Columbus, the 
couple jumped at the chance and moved to 
Kim’s hometown. 

“It was the best decision we ever made,” 
she said. “We chose St. Bon’s because it was 
warm and welcoming every time we attended, 
and the families we met seemed very down 
to earth and inviting. The teachers and staff 
at kindergarten round-up were amazing. We 
couldn’t ask for better teachers and staff at our 
church and school. That’s why it is so easy to 
get involved.”

Michael and Kim currently share a holy 
hour of adoration, as they have the past 
four years. They also served as Night of 
Entertainment co-chairs in 2013 and chairs in 
2014. 

They contribute individually, as well. Kim 
is the 2017-18 Home and School President, 
after serving as vice president last year. She 
is one of the Project 2020 Events chairs; 
leads Circle 12 within the Ladies of the 
Lord organization; represented the church’s 
Stewardship Committee for three years, 
serves as a Eucharistic minister, and has 
participated in such activities as the March for 
Life in Washington D.C., Steubenville, Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults, and Benedictine 
College Youth Conference. 

Michael is involved in That Man Is You and 
has served on both the St. Bon’s school board 
and the building committee. He is currently 
co-chair of the Project 2020 Ambassadors 
Team. 

“Michael and I do this for God and his 
people,” says Kim.  “This is not us, but the Holy 
Spirit working through us. After we watched 
the 2020 video, we realized that St. Bon’s 
parishioners sacrificed and built this beautiful 
church we have today, not for themselves, but 
for us. We believe by adding a few new things, 
it may entice new parishioners and visitors to 
St. Bon’s, along with current parishioners who 
don’t regularly attend mass.”

If we don’t do this project now, when will we? 
How much would this project cost in 15-20 years 
if we put it off?

“We aren’t doing this for us,” she continued, 
“but for the future of St. Bon’s. We want to 
show our children that doing something small 
for God’s Church, may make a big difference.”  

Michael and Kim Dreesen 

- continued from page 1Campaign Mechanics
“Our campaign process is unlike most”, said Joe Akers of 

For the Greater. “Our process is about prayer not pressure.  
Discernment involves gathering information, asking questions, 
talking with your family and personal prayer.” 

To assist in the discernment process:
Events Team hosted events to share information and 

answer questions.  
Communications Team, using multi-media, has 

masterfully created medium through which information has 
been shared.  

Project 2020 Team has presented the 
Project 2020 master plan – a plan that can be completed over 
time, as funding allows.  They have explained the process, 
shared the vision, detailed the plan and answered questions.  

Prayer Team has set the spiritual tone with the 
campaign prayers, the Tuesday night holy hour and a two-
week prayer devotional. 

We ran for the Son because we 

Behold, Believe and Belong. 

St. Bonaventure Youth Color 

Run - June 2, 2017.

Commitment Weekend is June 24-25
Every household will soon receive a campaign packet including a 

campaign brochure, pledge card and return envelope, and a letter from 
Fr. Mike. We ask that pledge cards be placed in the second collection 
during Masses on commitment weekend, returned in the mail or 
dropped at the parish office.

Ambassadors Reach Out
During the week of June 18, our ambassadors will call parish 

households with two objectives:

They are not calling to ask for a campaign pledge/commitment. 
These calls are to simply answer any remaining questions. 

Our Ambassador Team includes: Co-Chairs: Mike Dreesen, Matt Jedlicka, 
Sharee Jedlicka, Bill Swantz; Team: Helen Cleary, Doug Demuth, Chuck 
Gonka, Nancy Gonka, Ray Hajek, Jeff Hall, Pat Heimes, Deacon Dan Keiter, 
Jeff Kosch, Jan Moser, Clete Pillen, Chris Pillen, Cheryl Rambour, Clayton 
Rief, Julie Sansoni, Tim Tooley, Duane Vavra, Sheila Vavra, Joe Wacha, Bob 
White, Tom Williams, Jack Young and Kathy Zadina.
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“The Lord is near to all who call upon 
him, to all who call upon him in truth.” 

— Psalm 145:18
As members of the St. Bonaventure 

prayer team, we invite all parishioners 
to unite in prayer during this important 
time in our parish history. To aide you 
in this request, your campaign prayer 
team has created a two-week prayer 
devotional.  

We are filled with joy at the 
opportunity to share this with you and 
your family. 

The devotional booklet contains 14 
daily prayers and reflections written by 
members of our St. Bonaventure family. 

The readings begin on Sunday, June 
11 and conclude on Saturday, June 24. 
They will take as little as a few minutes 
each day to reflect upon. 

If possible, we’d suggest reading the 
devotional at the same time each day 
(at bedtime, first thing in the morning, 
or reading to your family for discussion 
at dinner each night), and then ending 
each day with the Campaign Prayer.

We hope you enjoy the devotional 
and that it helps you to reflect on how 
as one family we Behold Christ as our 
Lord and savior, we Believe in His 
true presence in the Eucharist, and we 
Belong as members of the mystical 

Body of Christ. 
The devotional was written in the 

spirit of thankfulness for all that St. 
Bonaventure is to us and all that it will 
be for generations to come.  

We pray that these words will help 
each of us find guidance and peace in 
the weeks ahead.

The Prayer 
Devotional will 
be handed out 
after Masses on 
June 10 and 11. 
Extra copies are 
available in the 
parish office.  

Let us Pray Together
By Tami Williams  

(Prayer Team Co-Chair) 

Ken Ebel hadn’t planned to speak at 
a recent St. Bonaventure Project 2020 
Capital Campaign presentation, but his 
wife Marlene wasn’t surprised when he 
did.

“I had a sudden strong urge God 
wanted me to say something,” Ken 
said, as he stood and delivered a 
powerful message to the sizeable 
crowd of parishioners. 

“After watching the video and 
slideshow and seeing how our 
ancestors made sacrifices to give us 

the Church we have today, I realized 
something. This may be the last 
opportunity for people like me, of my 
generation, to do something that has a 
lasting impact on our parish.”

Ken and his wife Marlene know 
all about history and sacrifice. Both 
were baptized at St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church in rural Bellwood, where they 
grew up, married different people and 
had large families of their own, five 
children each. 

Sadly, both Ken and Marlene lost 
their spouses to cancer, but discovered 
later that God had a 
new plan for them. 
They were married 
in 2009, now live 
in Columbus and 
both love the beauty, 
history and spirituality 
of St. Bonaventure 
Catholic Church.

“I think this project is great for 
people of my generation. For those 
who have been active supporters of 
the Church it gives us maybe one last 
opportunity to do something really 
meaningful for the generations that 
come after us.  Likewise, for some of us 

A Call to Seniors

“This may be the last 
opportunity for people like 
me, of my generation, to do 
something that has a lasting 
impact on our parish.”

who maybe haven’t been very active, 
this gives us the chance to provide our 
own legacy for this wonderful parish 
family.”

With ten children and forty 
grandchildren, Ken and Marlene are 
no strangers to large family occasions, 
but Ken likes to think of an even bigger 
gathering.

“Jesus told us Heaven is a place 
of many rooms. I hope one of those 
rooms is a huge banquet hall where 
we can have a grand reunion someday 
of the entire St. Bonaventure family. 

I want to meet and 
thank all those people 
who did so much for 
our Church. I also 
hope to meet all the 
parishioners who 
come after us and 
have them know that 
Marlene and I have 

done our part as well.”
How did Marlene feel about Ken 

deciding to speak?
“I asked her later what she thought 

and she said ‘You did well – I think you 
got your message across.’”

Saint Bonaventure Parish

Prayer Devotional
June 11-25, 2017


