
1

A Message from Fr. Mike

“Where there is no vision, the people perish.” 
—Proverbs 29:18

Dear Parishioners, 
It’s been said that if you want to test 

your marriage, hang wallpaper together.  
Imagine building a parish hall or school 
gymnasium.  Are these the projects that 
test our resolve; our commitment to one 
another? 

If the answer is yes, then our Project 
2020 team has passed with flying 
colors.  They met and collaborated since 
November 2014 in search of the right path for our parish family:  a 
master plan – a vision for the future of St. Bonaventure.

Long meetings became their standard.  Ideas were considered, 
varying options were discussed, and the master plan took shape.  
Prioritizing the project for the good of the parish was their only 
priority.

At each campaign information event, a member of the Project 
2020 team not only explains in detail the proposed changes, they 
share the process undertaken to make key decisions for the parish 
and how we arrived at the plans for our future.

Their commitment is remarkable and their resolve amazing.
As our campaign commitment weekend approaches, I’d be 

remiss to not thank these parishioners whose faithful commitment 
has put us on the right path.

The Project 2020 team includes: Rocio Adame, Brian Aerni, Guadalupe 
Arcos, Jody Bargen, Royce Campbell, Janelle Chvala, John Cimpl, Connie 
Codling, Connie & Tim Cumberland, Larry Dowd, Mike Dreesen, Tyler 
Erickson, Marcus Faltys, Mike Faltys, Jan Fremarek, Theresa Gabriel, 
Chad Gonka, Nancy Gonka, Dennis Grennan, Jeff Hall, Al Hanus, Don 
Heimes, Steve Hollinrake, Theresa Ingram, Sharee Jedlicka, Ron & 
Jean Jones, Kate Jones, Nathan Karges, Deacon Dan & Belinda Keiter, 
Dianne Keiter, Lynette Klug, Norma Krzycki, Susi Kobus, Eric Kluever, 
Jan Moser, Lorie Naughtin, Shelli Naughton, Jack Pekny, Marv Peterson, 
Willie Piitz, Mike Pilakowski, Clete Pillen, Cheryl Rambour, Tammy 
Romberg, Carol Sand, Jan Schmeits, John Schueth, Jo Sokol, Chris 
Steinke, Bob Voboril, Bob White, Joel Young and Elaine Farley-Zoucha.

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Mike Swanton
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Jan Fremarek surrounded by her family:  Jeff and 
Jill Fremarek, Madeline and Maxwell, David and Jen 
Welte, Steven and Madison

From Your Steering Committee ….. 
Co-Chair Jan Fremarek

Many in the St. Bonaventure Catholic Church 
parish have perfect vision. And while other church 
members don’t see as well as they once did, they have 
a newer focus. You could call it “2020 vision.” 

St. Bon’s parishioner Jan Fremarek is one of those. 
A member of St. Bon’s since 1988, Jan’s family has 
seen clearly the benefits of the church. That is why she 
invites others to look through the lens to see a bright 
future for St. Bon’s through the 2020 campaign.

“This will help us spread the good news of Jesus 
Christ,” she said. “That’s what it’s all about. Not only 
worshiping together, but having fellowship together.”

Jan was a teacher at St. Bonaventure School for 
12 years after she and her husband, Steven, moved 
to Columbus in 1988. She has been the CEO of 
Mid-American Research Chemical Corporation since 
Steven passed away in 2007. 

(Continued on page 3)

Commitment Weekend is June 24 & 25
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RSVP Information:  
To plan appropriately, please rsvp with 

event and number attending to  
Theresa Ingram at 402-276-0357  

or stbons2020@gmail.com

We look forward to seeing you there!

Come to the Table

Please join us, at any of these events, 
to learn more about our project and the 
logistics of our capital campaign.  These 

are information only events to enjoy 
fellowship with other parishioners.

We also want your input  
because you belong to  

St. Bonaventure Parish.

EAT OF THE FORBIDDEN FRUIT
Sunday, May 28, 10:00 am 

Parish Center
Childcare Provided

AMEN APPETIZERS
Thursday, June 1, 7:00 pm 

Social Hall
Childcare Provided

MAN DOES NOT LIVE BY 
BREAD ALONE

Saturday, June 3, 6:00 pm
Social Hall

Childcare Provided

BROWNIE SUNDAE SUNDAY
Sunday, June 4,  

6:00 pm 
Parish Center

Childcare Provided

SAINTLY SNACKS
Saturday, June 10, 6:00 pm

Social Hall
Childcare Provided

Saintly Snacks, Forbidden Fruit,  
Amen Appetizers.….

…and a little information, too
Attending a campaign event is the best way to familiarize yourself with 

Project 2020 and our capital campaign. Scheduled at various times and 
days of the week, each event includes refreshments, a brief presentation and 
plenty of time for your questions.  

If you haven’t made it to a campaign event, treat yourself by contacting 
Theresa Ingram at 402-276-0357 or by emailing stbons2020@gmail.com 
and indicating the best event date for you. Better yet, increase the fun 
by bringing parish friends or neighbors. We promise not to run out of 
refreshments.

Thanks, so much, to our Events Team for putting this schedule together, 
and even more, for handling the hundreds of details involved in every 
event. 

Events Team members include:  Co-Chairs: Jodie Bargen, Kim Dreesen, Mike 
Pilakowski, Carol Sand; Team: Linda Aerni, Robin Anderson, Betty Bender, 
Dee Bernt, Tammy & Dave Bichlmeier, Kathy Brenner, Chris Chvala, Connie 
Cumberland, Tyler Erickson, Ann Ernst, Kelli & Mike Faltys, Theresa Gabriel, Sue 
Gonka, Mary Hall, Deb Hamling, Annette & Dan Hellbusch, Teri Hotovy, Theresa 
Ingram, Kristin Jacobson, Jean Jones, Andrew Klug, Susi Kobus, Jeff & Melissa 
Kosch, Shannon Kosch, Connie Kresha, Linda Levos, Mary Maguire, Virginia 
Martin, Kay & Dennis Miller, Theresa Morrison, Amy Morton, Kati Odbert, Jane 
& Jack Pekny, Phil & Mary Powers, Cheryl Rambour, Denise & Steve Schneiders, 
Kathy Steiner, Sharon Swanson, Stacy Taylor, Kendra Thiem, Christi & Gerry Wiese 
and Joel Young. 

St. Bonaventure Catholic Church 
1565 18th Avenue 

Columbus, Nebraska 68601
Phone: 402-564-7151 

Website:  www.stboncc.com 
Project E-Mail:  stbons2020@gmail.com

On May 12, St. Bon’s Parishioners 
enjoyed the “Eat, Drink & Be Merry” 
event in the Parish Center.

Please 
attend 

an event.
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Jan has good reason to be 
enthused about welcoming new 
members. Her family moved to 
the parish when her son, Jeff, and 
daughter, Jennifer, were in grades 
10 and 7, respectively. Even though 
she was teaching in the elementary 
school and Steven was later on the 
parish council, it took them awhile 
to get acclimated.

“That’s why we need a gathering 
space,” she said. “It’s so important. 
We need to keep working on being 
welcoming to new parishioners. I 
think it would get everyone more 
involved and they would take 
ownership in it. I think it would 
help us grow in togetherness.”

Still recovering from her second 
bout with cancer, Jan is grateful 
for the friendships made while 
volunteering for events at the 
church and schools. Many of her 
friendships revolve around those 
activities.

“We enjoyed them and it was a 
lot of fun,” she said.

Her mind’s eye holds special 
memories of joy and sadness at 
St. Bon’s, from the beginning 
of life to the end. At Steven’s 
funeral in 2007, the family was 
overwhelmed with the support of 
the community.

“The church was filled with love 
for him and respect for our family,” 
she said. “At the end of Steven’s life 
on earth, we felt the comfort of our 
parish as he entered God’s glorious 
kingdom.”

And in 2011, a visiting 
granddaughter from Denver was 
baptized at St. Bon’s. “It is such a 
beautiful church to welcome her 
into the world,” Jan said.

She’s hopeful current and future 
members get a glimpse of the 
camaraderie she has enjoyed. It 
will come, she said, if we focus on 
a “2020 vision.”

Jan Fremarek 
- continued from page 1

Project 2020 Presentation Evokes 
Questions

In each campaign event, our Project 2020 team share and explains the many 
details of the master plan and potential phased building project.   

A few questions (with answers) from early events include: 

Q) Are there going to be wedding receptions in the new parish 
center?

A) Yes. Guidelines will be developed for the usage of the parish center for 
wedding receptions and other celebrations.

Q) Will the stained-glass windows be blocked?
A) No. The design allows for natural light to flow through the windows.

Q) How much seating will be lost in removing the side chapel?
A) With additional pews added, seating capacity will remain the same.  More 

overflow seating will be available in the expanded narthex.

Q) How long is the pledge period for this campaign?
A) Three years. 

Q) What percentage of donations to this 
campaign for Project 2020 goes to the 
Archdiocese?
A) Zero - 100% of donations to this campaign stay at 
St. Bonaventure.

Be An Ambassador for St. Bonaventure
Our Ambassador’s Team is looking for assistance in contacting 

parishioners to make sure campaign materials are received.  
Ambassadors will not be asking parishioners for pledges.  While greatly 
helping the parish, this will be less than a 3-hour time commitment.  
To get involved, please contact Mike Dreesen at 402-659-9881 or 
michaeldreesen@hotmail.com.

Dennis Grennan and Dan Keiter present details of 
Project 2020 at the “Come to the Table” events.  The 
presentation includes pictures and renderings of 
what the church and school could look like with the 
project.
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Praying for Project 2020

“Could you not watch with Me one Hour?” 
(Matthew 26:40)

3,600 seconds. That’s what the Project 2020 
Prayer Team is hoping you will give to support 
our capital campaign to expand the church 
and school. “Behold, believe, and belong” with 
members of the prayer team for one hour on 
Tuesday nights from 8-9 p.m. in the church.

There will be communal prayer, Rosary, 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy, meditation time and 
adoration.  Come for 15 minutes or the whole 
hour.  

All are welcome!! 
Tuesdays, 8:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

 in the church

overwhelming sense that their lives 
have been blessed.

Gratitude will be a hallmark of 
the St. Bonaventure Behold-Believe-
Belong capital campaign. Generosity 
is at the heart of the Catholic life - just 
as it is central to the Gospel. Through 
our generosity we bring forth the love 

of God for others 
in very real and 
tangible ways. God 
is by his very nature 
generous, and in 
turn wants us to 
live accordingly. As 
Catholics, we shall 
strive to live in a 
state of gratitude 
for all of God’s 
blessings. Those 
that do it best have 
an overwhelming 
sense that their lives 
have been blessed, 
therefore making 

a sacrifice is not an arduous task or a 
burden.

Our Thanks Team is seeking to find 
that special gift in appreciation for 
your generosity in this effort to fund 
Project 2020. It will only be a small 
token of appreciation; but God will 
reward you for your generosity in ways 

Giving Thanks In Recognition
By Tami Weber  

(Thanks Team 
Co-Chair) 

One of my favorite 
Catholic authors, 

Matthew Kelly of the “Dynamic 
Catholic” series, believes that God 
created us as simple beings. Found in 
that simplicity is our 
true Catholicism. 
One powerful 
statement Mr. Kelly 
shares is that the 
happiest people he 
knows are also the 
most generous and 
gracious. Is that a 
coincidence? I don’t 
think so. The world 
promotes selfishness 
as the path to 
happiness. God 
shows generosity as 
that path.  

Project 2020 includes many phases 
- one of which is to give gratitude and 
thanks to all who sacrifice to make it 
possible. The idea of gratitude doesn’t 
stop here. Generosity begins with 
gratitude. Are we grateful for all the 
blessings God has poured out upon 
us? Highly engaged Catholics live 
in a state of gratitude. They have an 

I cannot express. We hope the gift will 
serve as a reminder of this process 
which has grown our parish family 
closer together. 

To honor the sacrifice for the future, 
St. Bonaventure will include a Project 
2020 recognition wall in the new 
parish hall. This wall will serve as a 
timeless thank you from a gracious 
and generous parish family.  

Remember we as God’s children are 
at our best when we are grateful and 
the entire Project 2020 team is grateful 
for you.

Thanks Team Members include:  
Co-Chairs:  Joyce Dohmen, Sue Henggeler, 
Ron Jones, Tami Weber; Team:  CJ 
Augustine-Semin, Joan Campbell, Bill & 
Pat Bogus, Maxine Bredahl, Liz Czuba, 
Sandi Demuth, Paul Dohmen, Kathy 
Engelbert, Karen & Charlie Jasper, Deb & 
Brian Konecky, Sarah Kracke, Jim Murphy, 
Marv Rinkol, Tammie Romberg, Louise 
Stopak, Joan VanDyke, Paula Young, 
Clete & Lisa Borchers, Helen Cleary, 
Leonard Gabriel, Cathy Hajek, Harriette 
Janicek, Patricia Parry, Delores Sempek, 
John & Kelli Thomazin, John Whitehead, 
Darren Wiese, Mary Kay Wlaschin, Peggy 
Wojcik, and Jan Foltz.  

One powerful statement Mr. 
[Matthew] Kelly shares is that 
the happiest people he knows 
are also the most generous 
and gracious. 

Is that a coincidence? 

I don’t think so. 

The world promotes selfishness 
as the path to happiness.  God 
shows generosity as that path.  


